
Write-In Voting 
 

A voter may cast a ballot for a declared write-in candidate.  You may NOT cast a 
write-in vote for a person who is not on the list of declared write-ins. 

 

A write-in vote is counted if the election judge can determine the intent of the 
voter. If the voter misspells the write-in candidate’s name but the judge can 
determine the intent, the vote is counted. If the voter only writes in part of the 
name as it appears on the list but the judge can determine the intent of the voter, 
the vote is counted. Failure to write in the name exactly as it appears on the list 
does not invalidate the vote as long as the judge can determine the intent of the 
voter.  

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PAPER BALLOTS:  You may vote for a write-in candidate by 
writing in the name of the candidate on the line provided and darkening the oval 
provided to the left of the line.   If the voter writes in the name of a declared write-
in candidate but fails to mark the box, oval or arrow, the vote should be counted. 
(Section 65.009 of the Code.)  Only declared write-in candidates whose names 
appear on the list of declared write-in candidates are entitled to have their votes 
counted. (Section 146.022 of the Code.) 

 

(SAMPLE) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
Director of Counties 

 
 John Doe (REP) 
 Jane Doe (DEM) 
 ___________________ 

Write-in 

 



 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ELECTRONIC BALLOTS:  You may vote for a write-in candidate 
on the voting machine by selecting the “write-in” candidate box.   
 

 
 

Once the write in option is selected the Write-In Vote Screen appears.  

 

 

Using this keyboard, type the name of the desired candidate.  The voter touches 
ACCEPT to cast the write-in vote and return to the ballot.  The name of the write-in 
candidate appears in place of the empty write-in space and a check is in the 
corresponding box next to the name. 


